
My brothers and sisters united in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, God’s Blessings be with you! 

As we continue to sort through the debris and to take the first steps to rebuild, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to provide another update. 

Firstly, thank you for all the outpouring of support and prayers over these last few days, obviously this is 
a tragedy that none of us planned on happening but thankfully, it was not something we were completely 
unprepared for.  The diocese has strict insurance requirements in place for parishes and while it is never 
fun to budget or pay yearly premiums, we are indeed blessed to have this safety net in place.  There have 
been many wild rumors and speculation that have made it to my ears, but rest assured we are fully insured 
and we are working diligently to begin the process of putting the pieces back together. 

To that end, please, and I cannot stress this enough, please do not spread here say or misinformation about 
this fire; to date every single account that has circled back to me has been false and has the potential to 
hurt an individual or groups if there is perceived fault or blame in such misinformation.  If you have not 
heard anything from me, please do not consider it true and do not spread the disinformation.  As such, 
there are not many concrete answers to anything that I or anyone can give you today, just two days after 
the fire.  We do know that the fire began in the ceiling of the basement and was ignited by electrical 
wiring, but neither the State Fire Marshall nor the insurance company inspector can pin-point the exact 
cause.  So again, anyone to suggest they know otherwise is ill informed. 

Also, there is no definitive time table for the completion of the re-building.  The church is still being 
forensically examined to determine the full extent of the damage.  However, the damage is quite extensive 
to the basement and consequently to the floor of the church.  Structural analysis has yet to be determined 
and there are several clean-up activities that must take place before that can even happen.  Things are 
moving very quickly and we will share pertinent information as it becomes available.  I am hesitant to put 
a date out there because there are just so many unknowns, but I think it reasonable to presume a 10-18 
month timetable.  Again, this is very preliminary and when we are able to firm things up we will share 
those details as they become available. 

Many people have reached out asking what they can do or how they can help in the clean up effort.  The 
short answer to these requests is: “that is what insurance is for”.  The insurance company has a company 
on site that specializes in post-fire remediation.  There is a clean-up process that they provide, as part of 
our insurance, which is meant to protect and return all items to their pre-fire condition, complete with a 
satisfaction warranty.  Thus, in order for them to do their work effectively and for us to receive the end 
product we have paid for in our insurance premiums, we have to let them do their job.  Every square inch 
and every item in the church was affected in one way or another and we must allow this process to take 
place to ensure that our heritage is preserved.  One concrete action we are undertaking in the immediate 
future is expressing our gratitude to our firefighters.  A very generous donation was given to provide a 
meal for the Remington, Wolcott and Rensselaer fire departments, in addition to the numerous other signs 
of gratitude that we will undoubtedly show them.  More information will be forthcoming. 

This afternoon I invited members of our Sacred Heart Finance Council and members of the Pastorate 
Council/Vision Planning Team to come and to tour the damage and to discuss the next steps.  I asked 
them to look at the damage to help me communicate what typed words and pictures cannot.  We also 
discussed for over two hours many questions and concerns that have already been raised since this 
tragedy unfolded.  This meeting was productive and I’m thankful for their time and their commitment to 
Sacred Heart Parish and their individual commitments to helping all of us re-build and come back from 
this not with just a re-built Church building, but also a stronger parish.  Please feel free to contact myself 
or any of the attendees to ask questions or find some clarification for yourself: 



Jeff Demerly 
Sarah Hall 
Natalie Hammer 
Mike Coty 
Kevin Goodwin 
Calvin Illingworth 
Theresa Overlander 
Brian Tyler 

Concerns have been raised about the Masses this week at Sts. Peter and Paul in Goodland.  I do believe 
there has been some confusion and mis-information.  There was some concern that Sts. Peter and Paul is 
significantly smaller and would be unsafe for people during COVID.  However, after having counted and 
measured pews, this is just not the case, as the capacity of Sts. Peter and Paul is nearly identical as Sacred 
Heart. 

There have also been some concerns about parish identity and financials at a different Church building.  
The Masses that have been rescheduled to Sts. Peter and Paul are for Sacred Heart Parish: servers, 
readers, ushers, lectors, Mass intention and collection are all from/for Sacred Heart Parish during these 
rescheduled Masses.  Furthermore, there has not been a determination made beyond this weekend (Jan 2-
3) and all potential options are being considered.  I encourage everyone to attend Mass on Sunday - 
understanding that the Holy Day Mass times may require you to attend at a different parish due to time or 
work schedule - so that we can come together and pray as a Sacred Heart Community.  Eucharistic 
Adoration on Sunday, January 3rd, will take place at Sts. Peter and Paul, and I encourage you to pray for 
our parish as we mourn and grieve in this time and also thank God for the amazing fact that no one was 
injured! 

Lastly, as we continue to move forward, it is my desire and the consensus of those who met this afternoon 
that we need to form a Sacred Heart Church ReBuilding Committee ASAP in order to help with this re-
building effort and to aid in the communication throughout our parish community.  The scope of this 
committee will be to receive updates on the progress of the restoration efforts as well as gathering and 
providing input on the various design elements, within our control, as we ReBuild the Church.  Those 
interested may contact Marie Oliver (marieoliver@parish.dol-in.org) or myself (fr.jbennett@dol-in.org) 
by Sunday, January 3 (e-mail preferred or call 219.261.2302) and not only let us know your interest but 
what gifts and strengths you feel you bring or someone you feel should be on the ReBuilding Committee 
and their talents.  We plan to notify the parish by Wednesday of next week who the Sacred Heart Church 
ReBuilding Committee members are. 

Thank you all for your continued prayers and support during this time.  We know that the sting caused by 
this fire hurts and the wound inside our hearts may take some time to heal; this is our home.  Please know 
of my continued prayers for you and your families.  While none of us expected that this is how we would 
be spending this new year, I have great confidence in our ability to persevere and to overcome these 
challenges to our psyche, our mental health and for some our faith, as we take a little preemptive and 
prolonged journey out into the desert with Christ on this, our journey, which we are now making together. 

God Bless you! 

Fr. Bennett 
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